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able him to resolve his conflicts for himself; and   (6)   by
using special technics as, for example, psychoanalysis,
Guidance through the Environment. — Although the en-
vironment of an adolescent cannot and should not be con-
trolled as the environment of a small child can be, certain
changes may be made which will make the home, the school,
and the community better places for boys and girls to grow
up. Some environments provide a better opportunity for
development than others.43
Conditions that appear to be associated with undesirable
forms of development should be eliminated so far as possible.
Neighborhoods unfit for human habitation should be aban- '
doned or rebuilt; greater economic security should be pro-
vided; cut-throat competition and inadequate wages and
unemployment of certain groups should be eliminated; com-
mercialized pitfalls and similar sources of social infection
should be replaced by facilities for recreation and other con-
structive social agencies; obstacles in the way of reasonably
early marriage should be removed; and the harsh attitudes
toward juvenile delinquents who are first offenders should
be changed.
Some of the conditions favorable to adolescent develop-
ment may be summarized as follows: a curriculum so well
suited to the student's capacities that he will experience suc-
cess reasonably often; facilities and freedom with which to
pursue his goals and purposes; the affection and confidence
of at least one person who makes him feel that he is loved
and accepted even though some of his acts may be disap-
proved; and the chance to contribute to and win recognition
in his social group.
Until these conditions can be changed by intelligent^
concerted action, the only other alternative leading to good
adjustment is for the individual to develop an immunity
to their injurious effects. One task of education is to help
children to develop fortitude to withstand frustration and
insecurity.
*b Daniel A. Prescott, "Affective Factors in Education," Occupations, XIV
(May, 1936), 723-732.

